ELECTION   TO   " THE   CLUB "
I wonder what you will think of his Letters, of
which I am bringing out (in concert with T, J. Wise)
;two volumes. They only express him in part, but they are
interesting, I think—so ardent and gracious, as indeed
above all men he was.
I must inflict on you no more, but with repeated and
most cordial thanks, sign myself.
Yours sincerely,
edmund gosse
From the Diary
February 10. To the Royal Hospital, where I told what
I had been hearing of Morley and Rosebery, which led to
talk of Rosebery saying his Pitt had been written by
" Billy Johnson " (Cory of Eton): a story I have often
told. " It may well be my best book. I didn't write it,
Billy Johnson wrote it." Katharine [Lyttelton] told me,
what I did not know, that Arthur Baliour, who was not
Johnson's pupil, yet says of him that he owes everything
to him, for it was B. Johnson who " opened his mind ".
Can any other schoolmaster claim such tributes from two
such men?
March 7. Had the great pleasure of getting from Henry
Newboltl the formal letter announcing that I had had
the honour to be elected a member of " The Club ". If I
should be elected at Grillons,3 which I should think is
very doubtful—I am proposed by Neville Lyttelton and
seconded by Arthur Balfour—I shall have attained the
strange honour of belonging to what I suppose are the
three most distinguished dining clubs in England!
March 32. The awful offensive continues, and with it
the feeling of hour to hour anxiety and suspense, which
still goes on as I write this on Monday, when the news is
rather better after the awful shock of the first German
* Sir Henry Newbolt, C.H.
3 He was not elected to GrHlons.
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